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Welcome! 

• Thank you for joining us! 

• Please write down three questions you have 
about the SMARTER Balanced Assessment 
and its impact on instruction. 

• Set the questions aside and hopefully we 
will answer them during this presentation.  
If not, we will address the remaining 
questions at the end of the presentation. 
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I have attended a Montana 
Common Core Standards 

workshop before 3
 



I have accessed the OPI 
Montana Common Core 

Standards website  4
 

http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/montCAS/MCCS/index.php
http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/montCAS/MCCS/index.php
http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/montCAS/MCCS/index.php


My district has discussed and/or 
worked with Smarter Balanced 

Assessment Information 5
 



I am a k-5 grade teacher 
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I am a 6-8 grade teacher 

7
 



I am a 9-12 grade teacher 
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I am an administrator 
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I am a curriculum 
director/coach or other staff 
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Goals for this session 

• Overview of Montana Common Core Standards 
(MCCS)  and Smarter Balanced Assessment 

  
• Familiarization with the Smarter Balanced online 

Practice Test   
 

• Discussions on instructional practices using 
standards documents and sample SBAC items   
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Mathematics 

Standards 

K – 12 

Content 
Standards 

K – 8 Critical 
Areas by Grade 

Level 

HS 
Conceptual  
Categories 

Standards for 
Mathematical 

Practice 

(Apply daily to all 
grade levels) 

Number and 
Quantity 

Algebra 

Functions Geometry 

Probability 
and 

Statistics 
Modeling 

K 1 2 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

6 7 8 

Mathematics Common Core Structure 

1
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Shifts in Mathematics 

1. Focus:  Focus strongly where the standards 

focus 

2. Coherence: Think across grades, and link to 

major topics  

3. Rigor: In major topics, pursue conceptual 

understanding, procedural skill and fluency, 

and application 



FOCUS 
Focus strongly where the standards focus 



Previous State Standards- Grades K-8 

Content of Previous State Standards 



MCCSM Overview – Grades K-8 

GR K GR 1 GR 2 GR 3 GR 4 GR 5 GR 6 GR 7 GR 8

Number: CC, NBT,
NF, OA, RP, NS

Operations and
Algebra:  EE, F

Geometry:  G

Measurement and
Data: MD

Statistics and
Probability:  SP

Content of Common Core State Standards 



Previous vs. Current Expectations 

GR K GR 1 GR 2 GR 3 GR 4 GR 5 GR 6 GR 7 GR 8GR K GR 1 GR 2 GR 3 GR 4 GR 5 GR 6 GR 7 GR 8

Previous State Standards Common Core State Standards 
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7th Grade 8th Grade Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2 

Current Curriculum 

7th Grade 8th Grade Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2 

Common Core Standards 

PPT for Slide 17 HS SC to CCCS v2.ppt


COHERENCE 
Think across grades, and link to major topics  



Kindergarten 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 HS 

Counting and 

Cardinality 

 

 

 

 

Number and 

Quantity 

 

Number and Operations in Base Ten 

Ratios and 

Proportional 

Relationships 

Number and 

Operations - 

Fractions 

 

The Number System 

 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

Expressions and Equations Algebra 

Functions 

Geometry 

Measurement and Data Statistics and Probability 

Mathematics Learning Progressions 
2
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RIGOR 
In major topics, pursue conceptual understanding, procedural 

skill and fluency, and application 



  
Do children need “to think and 

reason” mathematically? Don’t children need to 
memorize computation 
procedures and basic facts? 

YES 

                                 
Conceptual 
Understanding 

Procedural 
Skills and 
Fluency 

Problem 
Solving and 
Application 

“Knowing a subject means getting inside it and seeing how things work how 
things are related to each other, and why they work like they do.” (Hiebert et al) 
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Smarter Balanced Assessment 
System 

Smarter Balanced 
Assessment 

System 

Formative Interim Summative 
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Formative 

• Formative Assessment Practices/ 
Professional Learning 

• Digital Library Resources 

• Formative Assessment 

• Assessment Literacy 

• State Leadership Teams (SLT) 

• State Network of Educators (SNE) 

FAPPL 

2
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Interim 

Same grade levels as summative 

• Repository of items and performance tasks for assessing the Common 
Core State Standards 

Non-secure item bank 

• Two possible methods for use—these are in transition 

• Comparable blueprint to summative 

• Focus on a smaller set of standards—educators can select content 
clusters to develop assessment 

Scoring 

• Test delivery system  

• Ability to include human scored constructed response and performance 
tasks 
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Summative 

Last 12 weeks of the school year 

Computer adaptive 

Performance tasks 

More efficient 

More secure 

More accurate 

Receive results in weeks not months 

2
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Purpose of Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Approach 

3
0

 



3
1

 



Selected Response Example 
3
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Overall Claim for 
Grade 3-8 
•“Students can 
demonstrate progress 
toward college and 
career readiness in 
mathematics.” 
 
Overall Claim for 
Grade 11 
•“Students can 
demonstrate college 
and career readiness 
in mathematics.” 

Claim#1 – Concepts and Procedures 
“Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts 
and interpret and carry out  
mathematical procedures with precision and fluency.” 
 
Claim #2 – Problem Solving 
“Students can solve a range of complex well-posed 
problems in pure and applied  
mathematics, making productive use of knowledge and 
problem solving strategies.” 
 
Claim #3 – Communicating Reasoning 
“Students can clearly and precisely construct viable 
arguments to support their own reasoning and to 
critique the reasoning of others.” 
 
Claim #4 – Modeling and Data Analysis 
“Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and 
can construct and use  
mathematical models to interpret and solve problems.” 
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Depth of Knowledge 
3
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Calculators 

Basic Calculator: 
Grade 6  

Basic Calculator  

Scientific Calculator:  
Grades 7 & 8  

Scientific Calculator 

Graphing, Regression, 
and Scientific Calculators: 

 Grade 11  

Graphing, Regression, & 
Scientific 

3
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https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Basic
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/calculators/
https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Scientific,Graphing,
https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Scientific,Graphing,


What can your school/district do right now 
to prepare for the Smarter assessments? 
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Build a District/School Smarter Team 

• Administration 

• Test Coordinator 

• IT staff 

• Special Needs 

• Data staff 

Use technology readiness tools 

Use online practice tests  



Practice Test Portal 
3

7
 

NOTE!  The practice test can ONLY be 
opened in the following browsers: 

• Mozilla Firefox 

• Google Chrome 

• Microsoft Internet Explorer 10 

• Apple Safari 

• http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/  

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/


Getting on Board with the 
Mathematics 

3
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Grade 4 Practice Test Item 

Grade 7 Practice Test Item 

Grade 11 Practice Test Item 



Implications for Instruction 

For the problems you solved: 
• What are the content expectations for current 

grade, previous grades, and subsequent 
grades? 

• What are the mathematical practices 
expectations? 

• What are the implications for instruction? 
• What instructional strategies could be 

implemented to  enhance the students’ 
learning towards the assessment goals? 
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Implications for Instruction 

• We are going to use an activity called Placemat 
to capture your thoughts for these assessment 
items using the same questions: 
– What are the content expectations for current 

grade, previous grades, and subsequent grades? 

– What are the mathematical practices expectations? 

– What are the implications for instruction? 

– What instructional strategies could be 
implemented to  enhance the students’ learning 
towards the assessment goals? 
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Placemat 

 Participants individually write 
down their thoughts about a topic, 
then the group prepares a 
consensus product that reflects the 
thoughts and ideas of all group 
members.  
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Placemat 

Roles: 
Skeleton Maker 

Facilitator 
Recorder 

Timekeeper 

Individual Thoughts 

Group Consensus 

3 

1 

4 

2 

4
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Implications for Instruction 
(Individual) 

There will be 30 minutes in total for the Placemat activity. 
  
Individually in your corner of the Placemat using your marker color: 

• Reflect on the implications for instruction for the practice test 
items you solved using the following questions as starting 
points: 

– What are the content expectations for current grade, 
previous grades, and subsequent grades? 

– What are the mathematical practices expectations? 

– What are the implications for instruction? 

– What instructional strategies could be implemented to  
enhance the students’ learning towards the assessment 
goals? 
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Implications for Instruction (Group) 

As a group: 
• Timekeeper:  Keep tabs on the 30-minute time 

allotment and provide updates on time remaining 
periodically to your group. 

• Facilitator:  When individuals are winding down their 
initial thinking, initiate a discussion for each group 
member to share what they thought were the 
implications for instruction for their assessment items. 

• Recorder:  Summarize the discussion in the group 
product space in the middle of the Placemat.  You may 
want to use the four questions as an organizational 
tool. 

• Everyone initial on the group consensus product that 
you agree with the synthesis and can share it. 
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Implications for Instruction 

Share your group’s consensus thoughts: 
• What are the content expectations for current 

grade, previous grades, and subsequent 
grades? 

• What are the mathematical practices 
expectations? 

• What are the implications for instruction? 
• What instructional strategies could be 

implemented to  enhance the students’ 
learning towards the assessment goals? 
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Recap the Goals for This Session 

• Overview of Montana Common Core Standards 
(MCCS)  and Smarter Balanced Assessment 

  
• Familiarization with the Smarter Balanced online 

Practice Test   
 

• Discussions on instructional practices using 
standards documents and sample SBAC items   
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Questions? 

• Please look at the questions you set aside at 
the beginning of the presentation. 

 

• We would like to address any remaining 
questions you may have about the 
SMARTER Balanced Assessment and the 
implications for instruction. 
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Thank You! 

• Jean Howard 

–jhoward@mt.gov 

• Patricia (Pat) Baltzley 

–patcreel1@gmail.com  
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mailto:jhoward@mt.gov
mailto:patcreel1@gmail.com

